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Aurora Expeditions expands North American team  

 
 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA (05/04/2022) – Aurora Expeditions, the award-winning Australian 
adventure travel company, has announced its North American operations are continuing 
to grow, with the company hiring three new Business Development Managers in a move 
to significantly expand its market presence.   
 
The company, who is celebrating its 30th year of operations, recently successfully 
resumed its Antarctic expeditions with 70 per cent of the season’s guests coming from 
the US and Canada – and Aurora is eager to build on this.  
 
The new team members bring a wealth of travel industry experience to the Aurora team, 
and include Kelli Mills (Northeast), who has extensive experience in expedition travel and 
is also former agency owner with over 15 years in the industry; Jennifer Reynolds 
(Southeast), Adventure and Small-ship sector expert of more than 18 years, and Bonnie 
Newman (Western), who has previously been nominated for Travel Agency Advocate of 
the Year and has established solid relationships with agency partners, particularly within 
Virtuoso, a key partner within Aurora’s global trade network.  
 
These new hires will join the existing team of Lisa Bertini, who has recently been 
appointed VP of Sales, North America. Lisa will work with and lead the national sales 
team to further propel the company’s growth by maximizing sales and partnership 
opportunities throughout the market. Aurora has also recently expanded its focus 
beyond the English-speaking market in hiring Nicolas Bilek, a dedicated resource for 
business development in Quebec.  



 
“Aurora Expeditions is committed to growing and investing in North America,” 
commented Lisa Bertini, VP of Sales, North America.   
 
“We have already seen a significant increase in interest in our active and life-changing 
voyages to Antarctica and the Arctic from this market, and I am confident that our new 
team members will help to accelerate and expand this growth for us, working with our 
valued trade partners.”   
 
“More than ever, North American travelers are motivated to book their dream trips, and 
are craving remote, nature-based, enriching, and environmentally conscious experiences. 
As a small-ship expedition operator focused on true exploration to some of the world’s 
wildest, awe-inspiring, and isolated environments, we are extremely well positioned to 
meet the market’s desire to explore the polar regions and beyond.”  
 
Aurora recently released its 2023 Arctic season, which has so far seen an overwhelmingly 
positive response. Its Antarctica 2022-23 voyages are also in high demand, with many 
voyages close to sold out. The company’s upcoming voyages include Costa Rica & The 
Panama Canal, Scotland, Ireland, Norway, Greenland, and Canada’s Northwest Passage, 
followed by an extensive 22-23 Antarctica season.  
 
Aurora Expeditions’ second purpose-built expedition ship, the Sylvia Earle, is due to 
debut in late 2022.  
 

For more information, visit https://www.aurora-expeditions.com/  
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Image credits: King Penguins in Gold Harbour, South Georgia – Michael Baynes  

 

About Aurora Expeditions  

Aurora Expeditions is an award-winning, Australian owned expedition company 
celebrating its 30th anniversary year. A pioneer in Polar Expeditions, Aurora is truly 
committed to environmentally responsible travel, we are committed to preserving the 
beauty and majesty that mother nature possesses, and we take real actions for the care 
of the planet.  

https://www.aurora-expeditions.com/
mailto:svetlana@auroraexpeditions.com.au


Founded on the guiding principles of adventure and endless exploration, the small ship 
experience is intimate and friendly, and Aurora Expeditions takes guests on perspective-
altering experiences to some of the most remote and incredible places on earth.  

Aurora’s two purpose-built ships, the Greg Mortimer and our brand-new small expedition 
ship the Sylvia Earle, are both designed for global discovery. The new ship is named after 
acclaimed marine biologist, oceanographer, explorer and conservationist Dr. Sylvia Earle. 

As part of Aurora’s ongoing commitment to ensure that we are doing small ship 
expedition travel in the safest and most enjoyable way possible, every aspect of Aurora 
Expeditions’ Health and Safety program has been reviewed. Further information can be 
found here: https://www.auroraexpeditions.com.au/why-travel-with-us/health-safety/ 

For North American bookings & sales enquiries: please contact Lisa Bertini, VP of Sales, 
North America 
Email: lbertini@aurora-expeditions.com 
Phone: +1 (206) 235-1964  

For more information, visit www.aurora-expeditions.com  

 

https://www.auroraexpeditions.com.au/why-travel-with-us/health-safety/
http://www.aurora-expeditions.com/

