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MEDIA RELEASE
Aurora Expeditions Celebrates the Naming of New Purpose-Built Ship, the Douglas Mawson, on Sydney Harbour 

A Proud Moment as Sir Douglas Mawson’s Great-Granddaughter, Emma McEwin, Christens the Ship Bearing His Name 
Sydney, Australia — 27 November 2025 – Aurora Expeditions unveiled its newest expedition ship, the Douglas Mawson, on Sydney Harbour today, in a spectacular christening and naming ceremony that paid tribute to one of Australia’s greatest explorers and to a bold new era of adventure travel.
In a moment as striking as it was symbolic, Emma McEwin, great-granddaughter of the legendary Antarctic explorer Sir Douglas Mawson, officially named the vessel by breaking ice across the bow, replacing the traditional champagne with a fitting nod to the company’s polar heritage. The gesture captured Aurora Expeditions’ deep connection to the world’s icy frontiers and its commitment to sustainability and innovation.
“To christen this remarkable ship in my great-grandfather’s name is an immense honour,” said Emma McEwin. “The Douglas Mawson carries forward his legacy of courage, science and wonder, exploring the world with the same respect for nature and curiosity that defined his life.”
A Celebration of Australian Spirit and Exploration
The Douglas Mawson’s naming on Sydney Harbour marked a defining chapter for Aurora Expeditions, an Australian-owned company that has led the world in small-ship exploration for 35 years. 
The event was attended by Aurora Expeditions founder Greg Mortimer who watched as the symbolic shards of ice cascaded down the bow.
“Replacing champagne with ice was a deliberate and powerful choice,” said Mr Mortimer. “It reflects who we are - explorers of the polar regions, advocates for our planet and proud custodians of Australia’s legacy of adventure. The Douglas Mawson embodies everything Aurora stands for - pioneering spirit, respect for the natural world and a drive to explore responsibly.”
Built for Discovery, Designed for the Future
Purpose-built for adventure, the Douglas Mawson features the groundbreaking X-BOW® hull design for smoother and more efficient voyages, along with advanced sustainability technologies including fuel-efficient diesel-electric propulsion and waste-heat recovery systems.
Onboard, guests will discover panoramic lounges, expansive observation decks, a two-storey atrium and a dedicated Citizen Science Centre, where travellers can participate in live research and environmental monitoring, blending exploration and conservation in every voyage.
Charting New Horizons
Following today’s celebration, the Douglas Mawson will depart Sydney for Hobart, Tasmania, where she will embark on her inaugural voyage. The 10-night circumnavigation of the island will be led by environmental scientist and adventurer Tim Jarvis AM, renowned for re-enacting Mawson’s and Shackleton’s historic Antarctic expeditions.
From Tasmania, the ship will continue south to Antarctica and the Sub-Antarctic Islands before heading north to Europe then on to Arctic.
For more information, visit www.aurora-expeditions.com
~ENDS~

About Aurora Expeditions  
Aurora Expeditions is an award-winning Australian-owned adventure travel company that has pioneered experiential travel for 35 years. A Certified B Corporation™️, a commitment to the protection and preservation of our planet is at the heart of each experience.
 
Founded on the guiding principles of adventure and endless exploration, our carefully curated small-ship voyages offer immersive activities, more time off ship and thoughtful enrichment programs in some of the planet’s most remote and incredible places. 

Aurora’s two purpose-built small ships, Greg Mortimer and Sylvia Earle, are designed for global discovery. The company’s third ship, Douglas Mawson, will set sail in December 2025.	 
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